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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to a REQUEST FOR CONTINUED 
EXAMINATION entered November 26, 2008 and ELECTION/RESTRICTION entered 
April 13, 2009 for the patent application 10/783917. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-9, 24, 25, and 30 in the reply 
filed on April 13, 2009 is acknowledged. 

Claims 10-23, 26-29, and 31-37 have been withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 04/13/2009. 

Status of Claims 

3. Claims 1-29 were rejected in the last Office Action dated June 26, 2008. 

As a response to the June 26, 2008 office action, Applicant has Amended claims 
1-3, 8, 10, 14, 16 and 18-23; and Added claims 30-37. And as a response to the 
February 11, 2009 election/restriction requirement, Applicant elected claims 1-9, 24, 25, 
and 30; and claims 10-23, 26-29, and 31-37 were withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claims 1-9, 24, 25, and 30 are now presented for examination in this office 
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action. Applicant is reminded that the non-elected claims 10-23, 26-29, and 31-37 must 
be canceled from this application if the office finds that the claims 1-9, 24, 25, and 30 
under consideration are allowable and the application is in condition for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-9, 24, 25, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Crookshanks (U.S. Patent Number: 7,089,203). 

As to independent claim 1, Crookshanks discloses an apparatus for 
interactively designing custom (computer-assisted construction bidding for design, 
construction and financing management of a construction project) (see Col. 1, Lines 19- 
40), decorative stonework (e.g., stone floors; granite stone) (see Page 44, Category 023 
and 024), comprising: 

a plurality of data modules, wherein the plurality of data modules at least 
comprise an architectural pictures module at least having a plurality of architectural 
pictures (e.g., architectural plans) (see Col. 9, Lines 21-30), a units module (e.g., units 
of the plans) (see Col. 6, Lines 46-54), a parts module (e.g., part numbers) (see Col. 19, 
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Line 46), and a profiles module (e.g., requirements profiles) (see Col. 27, Line 62), and 
a cross-sectional profiles module (e.g., grid system in 3-dimensional coordinates; 
intersection points; overlay) (see Col. 16, Lines 38-39; Col. 8, Lines 13-15; Col. 16, 
Lines 49-53; and Figures 3A and 3C); 

a correlation module (e.g., cross correlation; correlated with fields), wherein the 
correlation module is at least configured to map data from the plurality of data modules 
(see Col. 9, Line 16; and Col. 12, Line 19); 

a transfer protocol server, wherein the transfer protocol server is at least coupled 
to a computer network (see Col. 28, Lines 13-15); and 

an application module, wherein the application module (see Col. 9, Lines 21-30) 
is at least: 

coupled to the transfer protocol server (see Col. 28, Lines 13-15); 
coupled to the correlation module (e.g., cross correlation; correlated with 
fields) (see Col. 9, Line 16; and Col. 12, Line 19); and 

configured to interactively design custom (computer-assisted construction 
bidding for design, construction and financing management of a construction 
project) (see Col. 1 , Lines 19-40), decorative stonework (e.g., stone floors; 
granite stone) (see Page 44, Category 023 and 024). 
As to dependent claim 2, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the correlation module further comprises at least mapping units onto 
architectural pictures (e.g., cross correlation; correlated with fields) (see Col. 9, Line 16; 
and Col. 12, Line 19). 
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As to dependent claim 3, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the correlation module further comprises at least mapping parts onto 
architectural pictures (e.g., cross correlation; correlated with fields) (see Col. 9, Line 16; 
and Col. 12, Line 19). 

As to dependent claim 4, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the plurality of data modules further comprises a costs module (e.g., cost 
estimation) (see Col. 1 , Line 67). 

As to dependent claim 5, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 4, 
wherein the correlation unit (e.g., cross correlation; correlated with fields) further 
comprises at least mapping costs onto architectural pictures (e.g., contract cost) (see 
Col. 9, Line 16; and Col. 12, Line 19). 

As to dependent claim 6, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 5, 
wherein the application module further comprises at least having the ability to estimate 
costs of a user defined specification (e.g., cost estimation) (see Col. 1 , Line 66 to Col. 2, 
Line 7). 

As to dependent claim 7, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the plurality of data modules further comprises a Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) drawing module (see Col. 29, Line 65). 

As to dependent claim 8, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 7, 
wherein the correlation module further comprises at least mapping CAD drawings onto 
architectural pictures (see Col. 9, Lines 34-36). 
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As to dependent claim 9, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 8, 
wherein the application module further comprises at least having the ability to draw a 
user defined specification (see Col. 28, Lines 52-53). 

As to dependent claim 24, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 9, 
wherein the application module further comprises at least having the ability to generate 
at least one CAD drawing (see Col. 29, Line 65) based on a user selection of at least 
one of the mapped cross sectional profiles (e.g., grid system in 3-dimensional 
coordinates) (see Col. 6, Lines 55-62). 

As to dependent claim 25, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of claim 9, 
wherein the application module is further configured to at least: 

divide at least one of the plurality of architectural pictures into at least one unit 
and at least one part corresponding to the at least one unit (e.g., units of the plans) (see 
Col. 6, Lines 46-54); and 

create a CAD drawing showing the at least one part marked with the 
corresponding unit name the at least one part name (e.g., cross correlation; correlated 
with fields) (see Col. 9, Line 16; and Col. 12, Line 19). 

As to dependent claim 30, Crookshanks teaches the apparatus of Claim 1 , 
wherein the correlation module is at least configured to map data from the plurality of 
data modules based on a first association between a first unit in the units module and at 
least one other unit in the units module (e.g., cross correlation) (see Col. 9, Line 16; and 
Col. 12, Line 19), and wherein the first association comprises a characteristic of the first 
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unit shared with the at least one other unit that is inferred from the apparent intent of the 
user (e.g., correlated with fields) (see Col. 9, Line 16; and Col. 12, Line 19). 



Response to Arguments 



6. Applicant's amendment and arguments filed November 26, 2008 have been fully 
considered. The amendment does not overcome the original art rejection and the 
arguments are not persuasive. The following are the Examiner's observations in regard 



thereto. 



Applicant Argues: 



Crookshanks was cited as allegedly fully disclosing all the limitations of Claim 1 . However, Crookshanks 
does not suggest, teach, or disclose "a cross-sectional profiles module." Crookshanks teaches and 
discloses an optional three dimensional grid system, which allows the Bid System to define three 
dimensional box definitions to be linked to plan sheets to correspond to a particular subcontract category. 
See Crookshanks, col. 6, lines 32 - 58. Accordingly, Crookshanks does not teach, suggest, or disclose 
that the grid system provides cross-sectional profiles, but rather the grid provides reference points to 
define boxes containing subcontract identifiers. 



Examiner Responds: 



Examiner is not persuaded. Details explaining the grid are disclosed in Col. 16, Lines 
38-39. The modules are simply software and therefore cross-sectional profiles are 
disclosed by "elements" in the prior art, see Col. 8, Lines 13-15, "represented 
geometrically in the plan ordinate system by a series of contiguous line and curve 
segments, intersection points." Also see cross-sectional profiles depicted in Figures 3A 
and 3C with an explanation in Col. 16, Lines 49-53. Considering these examples of a 
cross-sectional profiles module, the prior art anticipates the claims as written. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

DeLeFevre (U.S. Patent Number: 6,438,922) teaches a method of designing a 
building for maximum compatibility with modular forms. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tejal J. Garni whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1035. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571) 272-3819. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Albert DeCady 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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/Ramesh B. Patel/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 



